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 ENGLISH 11 

TEACHER:  Julie Vankirk 

EMAIL ADDRESS:  jvankirk@sripley.k12.in.us 

PHONE:  (812) 689-5303 

OFFICE HOURS: 
 

Text:  McDougal Littell American Literature book; Language Network grammar, writing, 

communication; assorted class novels and independent reading books, SAT vocabulary prep 

book 

Course Description:  
 

Through the integrated study of literature, composition, and oral communication, English 

11 students further develop their use of language as a tool for learning and thinking and as a 

source of pleasure. It includes vocabulary study and SAT test practice. For reading 

comprehension we read and analyze a variety of types of nonfiction. For reading response and 

analysis we read and analyze literature including short stories, poems, dramas, novels, etc. We 

analyze themes and other literary devices as well as figurative language.  Also, we note their 

historical perspective and significance. For writing processes and features we use the 6 Traits 

model, as we go through the writing process. We write research papers following the MLA style 

and use computer technology to produce them.  For writing applications we write for several 

different purposes and in a variety of styles.  These include narratives, research papers, essays, 

historical investigations, career applications and resumes, technical documents, and multimedia 

presentations. Using technology, students receive instruction and practice in the writing process 

including prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and publishing. For English language 

conventions we study grammar, spelling, and language mechanics as an integrated part of 

writing. We listen and speak to emphasize effective listening and speaking techniques. English 

11 also incorporates a literary survey of American Literature from different periods. For further 

career awareness, English 11 students are allowed to job shadow one day during the second 

semester. 

http://www.sripley.k12.in.us/
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Academic Standards: 

 

1. READING- Word recognition, fluency, and vocabulary development  

2. READING COMPREHENSION—Informational materials 

3. READING- Literary response and analysis  

4. WRITING- Process 

5. WRITING APPLICATIONS- Different types of writing and their characteristics  

6. WRITING CONVENTIONS 

7. LISTENING AND SPEAKING- Skills, strategies, and applications  

 



*Changes and additions will be made as needed* 

THIRD NINE WEEKS 

 

 Grammar/ Writing 

 Research Paper 

 Compare/Contrast 

 Historical investigation 

 

 Vocabulary 

 SAT word list 

 Junior literary terms 

 

 Test Practice 

 Assessment Practice in Literature Book  

 

 Literature 

Unit 3- From Romanticism to Realism 

  Short Story 

 An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge 

  Poetry 

 I Hear America Singing 

 Song of Myself 

 Because I Could Not Stop for Death 

 Success is Counted Sweetest 

 I Heard a Fly Buzz When I Died 

 My Life had Stood-a Loaded Gun 

 Nonfiction/ Informational Material 

 from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 

 Letter to His Son 

 Letter to Sarah Ballou 



 from A Diary from Dixie 

Unit 4- Regionalism and Naturalism 

 Short Story 

 The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County 

 The Outcasts of Poker Flat 

 The Law of Life 

 The Story of an Hour 

 Nonfiction/ Informational Material 

 Epigrams 

 Unit 5- The Harlem Renaissance and Modernism 

 Poetry 

 Harlem 

 I, Too 

 If We Must Die 

 Storm Ending 

 Richard Cory 

 Grass 

 Acquainted with the Night 

 Nothing Gold Can Stay 

 ―Out,Out-‖ 

 The Death of the Hired Man 

 In the Station of the Metro 

 This is Just to Say 

  

 Short Story 

 Winter Dreams 

 The Life You Save May Be Your Own 

 The Grapes of Wrath 

 Nonfiction/Informational Material 

 The Grapes of Wrath photo essay 



 A New Kind of War 

 Media 

 Advertising in the Jazz Age 

 Listening/Speaking 

 Speeches 

Possible Novels 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn and student choice 

 



 

FOURTH NINE WEEKS 

 Grammar 

 Reinforce and Review  

 

 Writing 

 Media Literacy Project 

 Research 

 Workplace Writing 

-Resume, Thank You Letter 

 College Investigation/Problem—Solution 

 

 Vocabulary 

 SAT word list 

 Junior literary terms 

 

 Test Practice 

 Assessment Practice in Literature Book 

  

 Unit 6- Contemporary Literature 

 Short Story 

 Adam 

 Ambush 

 Poetry 

 The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner 

 The Man in the Moon 

 Ballad of Birmingham 

 Nonfiction/Informational Material 

 Why Soldiers Won't Talk 

 



Media 

 Possible war movie 

 

  

Listening /Speaking 

 Media Study Presentation 

 

 Job Shadowing 

 Set up job site 

 Write evaluation 

 Give Oral Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English 11 – 2011-12 

Mrs. Vankirk 

3rd 9 weeks 

Week of Jan. 2 

 3 core vocabulary words, quiz, AoW 

 Unit 3 assorted poems 

 Write poems 

 ―An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge‖ media 

Week of Jan. 9 

 6 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 ―Slave Girl‖ 

 Civil war letters and diary 

 Unit 3 test 

 ―The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County‖ 

Week of Jan 16 

 9 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 ―Outcasts of Poker Flat‖ 

 ―Law of Life‖ 

 ―Epigrams‖ 

 

Week of Jan. 23 

 12 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 ―The Story of an Hour‖ 

 ―To Build a Fire‖ media 

 Unit 4 test 

Week of Jan. 30 

 15 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 Regionalism research project 

Week of Feb. 6 

 18 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 Regionalism project continues 

 

 



Week of Feb. 13 

 20 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 Complete regionalism project 

 Present regionalism project 

Week of Feb. 20 

 Aow 

 Continue presentations 

Week Feb. 27 

 Aow 

 Unit 5 selected poems 

 Folder 

Week of March 5 

 AoW 

 ―Winter Dreams‖ 

 ―Grapes of Wrath‖ 

 ―Photo Essay‖ 

 Jazz Age- media 

 End 9 weeks 



 

English 11 – 2011-12 

Mrs. Vankirk 

4th 9 weeks 

Week of March 12 

 AoW 

 Make photo essay and present 

 Unit 5 test 

Week of March 19 

 AoW 

 Huckleberry Finn- Film 

Week of April 2 

 5 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 College research  

 Resume 

Week of April 9 

 10 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 Complete research and resume 

Week of April 16 

 15 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 Media literacy project 

Week of April 23 

 20 core vocabulary words, quiz, and AoW 

 Present media project  

 Job Shadow 

 Job shadow presentation 

 Thank you note 

 

 

 

 



Week of April 30 

 AoW 

 Continue job shadow presentations 

 ―Adam‖ 

Week of May 7 

 AoW 

 ―Ambush‖ 

 Death of the Ball Turret Gunner‖ 

 ―Man in the Moon‖ 

 ―Ballad of Birmingham‖ 

 ―Why Soldiers Won’t Talk‖ 

 Folder 

Week of May 14 

 Film 

 Exam review 

 Exams 

Week of May 21 

 Exams 

 



 

 

Student Goals/ Outcomes: 

The student will 

Word Recognition involves the understanding of the basic features of words: word parts, 

patterns, relationships, and origins. Students use phonics, context clues, and a growing 

knowledge of English and other languages to determine the meaning of words and become fluent 

readers. 

 

Comprehension involves understanding grade-level-appropriate material. Students develop 

strategies such as asking questions; making predictions; and identifying and analyzing structure, 

organization, perspective, and purpose. After Grade 5, the focus is on informational texts. 

 

Response to grade-level-appropriate literature includes identifying story elements such as 

character, theme, plot, and setting, and making connections and comparisons across texts. 

Literary response enhances students’ understanding of history, culture, and the social sciences. 

 

The writing process includes prewriting, drafting, editing, and revising. Students progress 

through these stages to write clear, coherent, and focused paragraphs and essays. 

 

Through the exploration of different types of writing and the characteristics of each, students 

become proficient at narrative (stories), expository (informational), descriptive (sensory), 

persuasive (emotional appeal), argumentative (logical defense), and technical writing. Writing 

demonstrates an awareness of the audience (intended reader) and purpose for writing. 

 

Conventions include the grade-level-appropriate mechanics of writing, such as penmanship, 

spelling, grammar, capitalization, punctuation, sentence structure, and manuscript form. 

 

Response to oral communication includes careful listening and evaluation of content. Speaking 

skills, such as phrasing, pitch, and tone are developed in conjunction with such strategies as 

narration, exposition, description, and persuasion and are applied to students’ delivery of oral 



presentation. 

 

Evaluation:  A variety of tests, quizzes, peer edits, oral presentation, writing, and project rubrics 

 Grading System and Scale: 

 I use a point system for all grades.  At the end of each grading period I divide your score 

by the points possible and find your percentage.  This is the grade you receive for the nine 

weeks.  Exams count for twenty percent of your semester grade. 

 A 99-93 B 86-83  C 76-73 D 66-63 

 A+ 100 B+ 89-87 C+ 79-77 D+ 69-67 F >59 

 A- 92-90 B- 82-80 C- 72-70 D- 62-60 

 

 Classroom Rules/ Policies 

When you come into my classroom, I expect you to have a positive attitude.  I also expect you to 

have the social skills necessary so as to have a constructive, safe classroom where learning takes 

place.  You are not here to play! 

1. Bring necessary supplies (books, paper, writing utensils, and assignments) to  

class.  You will need a separate notebook for your Writer’s Notebook. 

2. Stay in your own space.  Do not touch or mess with someone else’s things.  If you 

would like to borrow something, please ask first.  Then say thank you.  Good manners 

are important! 

3. Be courteous, respectful, and responsible.   

4. Strive to do your best.   

5. Your handbook must be brought to class each day, in its entirety.  Others may NOT 

borrow it! 

6. Be to class on time.  You must be in the room before the bell has finished ringing or 

you will be tardy.  NO ―grand‖ entrances! 

7. My computer is off limits to students. 

8. Maintain your classroom folder.  It is worth 100 points each nine weeks. 

 Consequences 

1. 1
st
 offense- teacher warning 

2. 2
nd

 offense- student isolation (depending on the situation) 

3. 3
rd

 offense – sent to office 



  

 Folder 

 You will be required to keep a class folder/portfolio.  You will include all assignments in 

this folder.  At the end of each nine weeks you will evaluate the materials in your folder and will 

complete a brief, written evaluation of your work.  You will need to consider your favorite and 

least favorite assignments, how you could improve, how the class could improve, ideas or things 

you would like to do, and an explanation of why you chose your top five assignments.  The 

folder will be graded.  Be sure to keep it neat and organized.  You must also maintain an 

assignment sheet.  Assignments should be numbered and put into correct order. 

 Class Participation 

 You will be expected to participate in class.   You will need to listen attentively, answer 

questions, read aloud, discuss ideas, and stay in tune with class activities.  Your effort is also very 

important.  At the end of each grading period I will consider your participation level.  I may 

adjust your grade based on your class involvement. 

 Writing Assignments 

 Writing assignments are very important.  They count for a large amount of points and 

weigh heavily on your final grade.  It is important to do them well and to rewrite them if 

necessary.  Several typed final drafts will be completed each grading period. 

 Extra Credit/ Late Work 

 I accept neither of these.  Do things right the first time and on time.   

  



 Writing Journal 

You will need an 8x 11 notebook to use for this class only.  All brainstorming, journaling, and 

writing will be done in this notebook.  You may not use loose sheets of paper.  You may either 

use pen or pencil.  This notebook will be graded periodically each grading period.  Bring it to 

class each day. 

  

 

 

Journal Contents 

 

1. Daily entries 

2. 6 Traits strategies 

3. Revision strategies 

4. Editing and grammar notes 

 

 ACTIVITY PERIOD  (8:50-9:04) 

 MONDAY - READING 

TUESDAY- WRITING 

 

WEDNESDAY- MEETINGS/ CNN-SR 

 

THURSDAY- READING 

 

FRIDAY – TEACHER CHOICE—USUALLY WRITING 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Unit 3- From Romanticism to Realism 

  Short Story 

 An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge 

  Poetry 

 I Hear America Singing 

 Song of Myself 

 Because I Could Not Stop for Death 

 Success is Counted Sweetest 

 I Heard a Fly Buzz When I Died 

 My Life had Stood-a Loaded Gun 

 

  

 Nonfiction/ Informational Material 

 from Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl 

 Letter to His Son 

 Letter to Sarah Ballou 

 from A Diary from Dixie 

Unit 4- Regionalism and Naturalism 

 Short Story 

 The Notorious Jumping Frog of Calaveras County 

 The Outcasts of Poker Flat 

 The Law of Life 

 The Story of an Hour 

 Nonfiction/ Informational Material 

 Epigrams 

 

 


